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Hi Eric and Jorine,
Please find the attached DTSC DRAFT Environmental Resources Brochure. The Brochure is intended
as a separate attachment to Director Lee’s letter to the Garden Grove Unified School District
(regarding Carver ES).
We also plan to send the Brochure to Districts undergoing “modernization” work at older schools to
advise of state and federal hazardous waste management requirements at schools.
Note – the Draft brochure is still missing the link for the CDE’s California Lead-Safe Schools
Protection Act.
I value your insight and comments, so please let me know your thoughts.
Thank you,
Maria
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Environmental Resources, Guidance and Links



Federal and state agencies provide resources and guidance for the safe management of hazardous materials likely present in older schools. Typical hazardous materials present in schools constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1980 include friable asbestos containing materials, lead based paint, pesticides and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). DTSC encourages school districts conducting routine repair and modernization work at older schools contact the following federal and state agencies to ensure full compliance with specific requirements for proper management and disposal of hazardous materials.  

Collaborating with DTSC Regulatory and technical consultation with DTSC is recommended through Voluntary Cleanup Agreements or other mechanisms. DTSC’s professional staff is available to provide regulatory guidance and cleanup oversight through its Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP). A VCP application is available at our website at:  http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Brownfields/index.cfm#CP_Jump_13298

Asbestos 

The commercial use of asbestos in the United States began in the early 1900s. Since then asbestos has been used to create about 3,000 different products, including insulation and fireproofing. The peak use of asbestos in schools began after World War II until the 1970s. USEPA estimates asbestos containing materials is present in most of the nation’s primary, secondary and charter schools.

On October 22, 1986, Congress promulgated the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), Public Law 99-519. On October 30, 1987, USEPA promulgated the Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools Rule (referred to as the AHERA Rule), 40 CFR Part 763 Subpart E. This rule requires all the nation’s non-profit elementary and secondary schools, both public and private to inspect their school buildings for asbestos-containing building materials, prepare management plans and take action to prevent or reduce asbestos hazards.

The California Education Code and USEPA provide the following guidance for the management of asbestos containing materials in schools.

The California Education Code, Section 49410.7(a) describes the factors determining the need for abatement of friable or potentially friable asbestos at schools.  Please view at: http://www.weblaws.org/california/codes/ca_educ_section_49410.7

USEPA provides guidance on the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) requirements and School Asbestos Management Plans. Existing federal regulations (Code of Federal Regulations, Part 763, and Subpart E) require school districts properly test, manage and dispose of building materials that contain friable asbestos. https://www2.epa.gov/asbestos/school-buildings

Lead Based Paint

School buildings constructed prior to 1978 are likely to contain lead based paint. The California Lead-Safe Schools Protection Act (California Education Code, Section 32240-32245) requires lead based paint hazards be minimized in the course of school repair and maintenance programs, and abatement procedures. School district’s adhering to these regulations will minimize the potential for children’s exposure to lead-based paint contaminated dust and soil. 

NEED LINK For California Lead-Safe Schools Protection Act.

USEPA provides comprehensive information about the health effects caused by exposure to lead based paint, and options for safe management and removal. Please see USEPA”s website at: www.epa.gov/lead

PCBs

Recently, PCBs have been detected in building materials and soil at schools that were constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1980. The use of PCBs in building materials, particularly caulk, was common practice at school buildings constructed nationwide during that era. PCBs were commonly used in numerous types of building materials, including caulk, adhesives, paint, cement, grout, sealants, wood floor finishes, and fluorescent light ballasts. Weathered caulk at school buildings may result in the release of PCBs to the interior and exterior of buildings, and the surrounding soil. 

Currently, there are no federal or state requirements that mandate a school district proactively test for PCBs in building materials. Therefore, a school district conducting renovation or demolition activities at a school constructed, or remodeled prior to 1980, may not have the necessary information to properly identify, manage and dispose of PCB contaminated demolition waste or soil generated during routine school modernization activities. 

DTSC strongly recommends school districts conduct appropriate investigations to determine the presence of PCBs in building materials, fluorescent light ballasts and exterior  soil prior to conducting demolition or modernization work at older schools.      

For additional information regarding the sampling and management of PCB contamination in school buildings, please view USEPA’s website at:  http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/caulkresearch.htm.

State and Federal Agencies Promoting Healthy Schools  

The California Department of Education’s Health and Safety website provides extensive information regarding the safe management of asbestos in school buildings, lead hazards in California’s public elementary schools and child care centers, PCB’s in caulking and fluorescent light fixtures, and integrated pest management. Please find the following link for the California Department of Education’s website:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/fa/hs/

DTSC’s School Property Evaluation and Cleanup Division are responsible for assessing, investigating and cleanup up proposed school site property. DTSC’s mission is to assist school districts in the assessment of school properties by ensuring that environmental conditions are expeditiously investigated, evaluated and if necessary remediated in order to protect public health and the environment. For more information about state environmental requirements for schools, please view DTSC’s Web Site at: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PublicationsForms/ADMIN_FAQ_VQ_10-2001.pdf

USEPA’s Healthy School Environments Program is designed to provide access to the many programs and resources available to help prevent and resolve environmental issues in schools. To learn more about USEPA’s Healthy School Environments Program, please visit their website at: www.epa.gov/schools
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